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International Training on Computable General Equilibrium (CGE)
Modeling Starts in Delhi

March 17, 2025, New Delhi, India: The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI),
the South Asian Network on Economic Modeling (SANEM), together with the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research-Indian Agricultural Research Institute (ICAR-IARI) with support from
CGIAR, launched an introductory training course on Computable General Equilibrium (CGE)
modeling today. Over the course of the one-week long training program, participants will gain
hands-on experience with IFPRI’'s Standard CGE Model, equipping them with the skills to
explore critical policy questions across diverse economic contexts. The program will serve
as a launchpad for those looking to refine and expand their economic modeling capabilities
to more advanced levels.

South Asia is home to some of the world's fastest growing and most dynamic economies.
However, the region faces policy bottlenecks related to trade, labor markets, poverty
alleviation, and climate change. CGE modeling is an essential analytical tool for researchers
and policymakers in such a dynamic and ever-changing policy environment./They are
especially helpful in South Asia, where thorough impact analysis is necessary for structural
changes, policy reforms, and economic shocks. By modeling real-world situations and
forecasting possible outcomes, CGE models facilitate data-driven decision-making, whether
examining the effects of trade liberalization, tax reforms, energy policies, or climate
adaptation plans.

Dr. Alka Singh, Professor and Head, Division of Agricultural Economics, ICAR-IARI,
welcomed the participants emphasizing the importance of capacity-building initiatives like
this training, which is the second since 2024 and mentioned that “such training provides a
unique and valuable opportunity for cross learning among participants”.

Enhancing local competence in CGE modeling can improve policy formulation, promote
regional cooperation, and propel sustainable economic development considering the region's
interrelated economies and varied socioeconomic structures. To ensure resilient and
inclusive growth, investments in CGE research and training will enable South Asian
institutions to create context-specific, evidence-based policy solutions.

Dr. Shahidur Rashid, Director-South Asia Regional Office, IFPRI, underscored IFPRI’s
continued role in capacity building since its inception. He also emphasized that “South Asia
is also one of fastest growing sub-regions but also faces new and emerging challenges.
Policy modeling can be an important tool to help governments and policymakers identify
these challenges and understand the linkages in the system to find possible solutions and
accelerate development”.
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Dr. Selim Raihan, Executive Director, SANEM, gave the participants an overview of the
training which will focus on both theoretical foundations and practical applications of CGE
modeling, followed by a post-training hands-on research assignment, where participants will
apply CGE modeling techniques to a policy issue of their choice, receiving mentorship from
SANEM and IFPRI researchers.
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To commemorate the success of the 2024 CGE training program and to inspire participants
for the ongoing 2025 edition, two policy briefs were officially launched during the inaugural
session. These briefs highlight key learnings from the previous training, emphasizing the role
of CGE modeling in evidence-based policymaking.

“Economic policies are like torch bearers that can lead a country towards development and
transformation and guide many key decisions. Thus, it is important to understand how
policies interact under different situations, what could be the determinants of success and
how to possibly achieve it while also balancing stakeholders' requirements.”, added Dr. Ch.
Srinivasa Rao, Director and Vice Chancellor, ICAR-IARI.

The underutilization of data-driven policy tools is one of South Asia's major challenges.
Instead of thorough cause analyses, many economic decisions are focused on short-term
factors. By simulating the long-term implications of policies prior to implementation, CGE
modeling helps to lower uncertainty and guarantee better policy results. A crucial step in
utilizing data-driven policy tools is effective capacity building and skill training.

“One of the key pillars of ICAR's longstanding partnership with IFPRI is capacity building,
and we have been working together to enhance capacities for scientists and researchers in
ICAR institutions and state universities, particularly in areas of impact analysis and policy
modeling. These tools help us monitor and study impact, opening possibilities for course
correction and to consider new areas for research and investment.”, stressed Dr. R. C.
Agrawal, Deputy Director General — Agricultural Education, ICAR. He also underscored
the need to cultivate expertise in advanced computing tools, empowering individuals to
become self-sufficient analysts. The transformative potential of Artificial Intelligence (Al),
Internet of Things (IoT), and data-driven innovations in agriculture, further opens avenues for
future collaborations and groundbreaking advancements.

Dr. P. K. Joshi, President, Agricultural Economics Research Association (AERA),
India, expressed his pleasure upon seeing participants from various countries and impressed
upon them the importance of "skilling, re-skilling and upskilling". He noted that " in addition to
data analytical skills, imagination and a clear vision for the future you wish to foresee are
equally important for modeling.” He also suggested documenting and replicating this training
process for other programs for increase efficiency.
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Since 2001, IFPRI has been actively engaged in building capacity in CGE modeling,
conducting over 30 training programs worldwide and training more than 500 researchers from
30 countries. As South Asian countries continue to navigate economic transformations,
climate challenges, and trade policy shifts, the need for advanced analytical tools like CGE
models has never been more critical.
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For more information, please contact: Ms. Anisha Mohan, Communications Specialist, IFPRI
South Asia at a.mohan@caqiar.orqg.

About IFPRI

The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), established in 1975, provides research-based policy
solutions to sustainably reduce poverty and end hunger and malnutrition. IFPRI’s strategic research aims to
identify and analyze alternative international and country-led strategies and policies for meeting food and
nutrition needs in low- and middle-income countries, with particular emphasis on poor and vulnerable groups
in those countries, gender equity, and sustainability. It is a research center of CGIAR, a worldwide partnership
engaged in agricultural research for development. Visit the global website www.ifpri.org and the regional
website http://southasia.ifpri.info/

About ICAR-IARI

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research - Indian Agricultural Research Institute (ICAR-IARI) is India’s
premier national institute for agricultural research, education, and extension. Established in 1905, IARI, also
known as the Pusa Institute, has played a pivotal role in shaping India’s agricultural advancements, including
the Green Revolution. Under the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), IARI conducts cutting-edge
research in crop science, biotechnology, soil science, and sustainable farming practices. The institute is also a
key center for agricultural education, training future scientists and policymakers. Visit the ICAR-IARI website
https://www.iari.res.in/

About SANEM

Founded in 2007 in Dhaka, South Asian Network on Economic Modeling (SANEM) is a non-profit research
organization and a leading network of economists and policymakers in South Asia, specializing in economic
modeling. Committed to high-quality, objective research, SANEM focuses on international trade,
macroeconomics, poverty, labor markets, the environment, and political economy. Through rigorous analysis,
it supports evidence-based policymaking at both national and regional levels. Visit the website
https://sanemnet.org/about-sanem/EM.

About ICAR

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) is an autonomous organisation under the Department of
Agricultural Research and Education (DARE), Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Government of
India. Formerly known as Imperial Council of Agricultural Research, it was established on 16 July 1929 as a
registered society under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 in pursuance of the report of the Royal
Commission on Agriculture. The ICAR has its headquarters at New Delhi. The Council is the apex body for co-
ordinating, guiding and managing research and education in agriculture including horticulture, fisheries and
animal sciences in the entire country. Visit the website https://www.icar.org.in/
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