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PRESS RELEASE

International Conference of Agricultural Economists (ICAE) 2024 kicks off in New Delhi:
PM Modi sets the stage for global agri-transformation

New Delhi, August 03, 2024 — The 32" International Conference of Agricultural Economists
(ICAE), a prestigious triennial event in the field of agricultural economics, commenced
successfully today with an inauguration by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra
Modi, at the Bharat Ratna C. Subramaniam Auditorium, National Agricultural Science Centre
(NASC) Complexin New Delhi, India. Continuing through August 7th, the conference, themed
‘Transformation Towards Sustainable Agri-Food Systems,’ will gather around 1,000 delegates
from universities and research institutions worldwide to present developments in the field
and deliberate on global food system challenges.

The inaugural session featured an inspiring address by the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India,
Shri Narendra Modi. Welcoming the gathering on behalf of one of the largest agricultural and
allied sectors’ community, he stressed the importance of ancient Indian knowledge on
agriculture, mentioning the ‘Krishi Parashar’, an almost 2000-year-old comprehensive
treatise on agriculture with science and logic at its base and had in-depth knowledge on
weather forecasting, rainwater harvesting, animal husbandry, storage among other topics.
Recalling the past, when India’s food security was a matter of concern for the world, he
remarked, “Today, India is a food surplus country; the largest producer of milk, pulses and
spices, and the second largest producer of foodgrain, fruits, vegetables, cotton, sugar, tea
and fish. India now provides solutions on global food and nutrition security and the country’s
experience and knowledge are highly valuable for discussions on food systems
transformation and will especially, benefit the Global South.”

Reiterating India’s commitment to global welfare as a ‘Vishwa Bandhu’, he emphasized
India’s approach of viewing the health of humans, plants and animals holistically as ‘One
Earth, One Family and One Future’. Highlighting the government’s push for research and
developmentinto climate-resilient crops, the Prime Minister said, “nearly 1900 new climate-
resilientvarieties have been handed to the farmers in the last 10 years, including rice varieties
which require 25 percent less water than traditional varieties.” Acknowledging the
seriousness of the nutrition related challenge, he presented millets as a solution given “the
superfood's quality of using minimum water to deliver maximum production” and expressed
India’s willingness to share this superfood basket with the world. He also touched upon
various initiatives for farmers’ welfare and advancement and the move towards digitization of
agriculture, concluding by highlighting the importance of global knowledge sharing for a
sustainable future for all.
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The ICAE, organized by the International Association of Agricultural Economists (IAAE), is a
key forum for agricultural economics since 1929. Hosting the conference in India highlights
the country’s proactive role in addressing global agricultural and developmental challenges
and showcases its advancements in research and policy. The event is jointly organized by the
Indian Council of Agricultural Research - National Institute of Agricultural Economics and
Policy Research (ICAR-NIAP), the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), the
National Academy of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS), the Agricultural Economics Research
Association (AERA - India), the Indian Society of Agricultural Economics (ISAE), and the Indira
Gandhi Institute of Development Research (IGIDR).

The conference theme addresses the urgent need for sustainable agricultural practices
considering globalissues such as climate change, natural resource degradation, rising costs,
geopolitical conflicts and shocks. Hon'ble Minister for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Shri
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, who also graced the inaugural ceremony, emphasized the Indian
government’s commitment to transforming the agricultural sector through innovative policies
and sustainable practices. He remarked, “Our efforts are rooted in ensuring that we increase
our food production in such a way that it safeguards human and soil health. We are facing so
many challenges today, ranging from hunger and malnutrition to climate change and
decreasing food production due to changes in temperature. In fact, the future of our
generation itself is at stake. | am positive that the discussions that take place at this global
platform in the coming days will strengthen food-related policies and their formulation in
India and globally.”

Thanking the Prime Minister for his presence and support, Prof. Ramesh Chand, Member,
NITI Aayog, noted that the conference is being held in India for the second time after 66 years
and has generated much anticipation among the new generation of agricultural economists
in the country. “This conference is intended to provide strong evidence to prepare aroadmap
for the enhanced role of agriculture for development in this changing world”, he said.

Prof. Matin Qaim, President of IAAE, sharing his sentiments on the need for sustainable
food systems said, “Agricultural economists have an important role to play in doing the
relevant science, addressing urgent questions and coming up with recommendations for
policies to steer our food systems to more sustainable pathways and that is what we will be
discussing in the next few days.”

Renowned experts and thought leaders including Dr. Himanshu Pathak, Dr. Thomas Hertel,
former IAAE presidents Dr. Johan Swinnen and Dr. Joachim von Braun, and Dr. Smita Sirohi,
Organizing Secretary for the ICAE were present as part of the inaugural event.
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The ICAE 2024 will feature a series of impactful sessions designed to address the most
pressing issues in agricultural economics and sustainable development ranging from
innovative farming practices, digital agriculture, improving value chains and markets, gender
in food systems and climate-smart policies. Along with prominent plenaries and expert
panels, the conference will feature presentations by young researchers in the field and
workshops designed to foster in-depth discussions on critical themes. Additionally,
attendees will also get to experience exhibitions by agribusinesses, attend cultural and social
events such as mid-conference tours, cultural performances, and enjoy an offsite dinner,
providing everyone with an immersive experience of India’s vibrant heritage.

Through its comprehensive program, ICAE 2024 aims to contribute to the larger vision of
sustainable agricultural practices and innovations that can be a catalyst for transformation
in the global agri-food systems. The discussions and collaborations fostered during the
conference are expected to lead to impactful solutions and new research initiatives, ensuring
resilience and sustainability in agriculture for future generations.
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For more information about ICAE 2024, please visit the ICAE 2024 Official Website.

Media Contacts: For further enquiries, please contact Ms. Anisha Mohan, Communications Specialist, IFPRI-
South Asia Office (a.mohan@cgiarorg) and Dr. Jaya Jumrani, Senior Scientist, ICAR-NIAP
(jaya.jumrani@icargov.in).
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ABOUT THE ORGANIZERS

IAAE

The IAAE is a worldwide professional membership association of agricultural economists, whose mission is to
promote the common professional interests of scientists who study the economics of agriculture and the food
system. For more information, visit: iaae-agecon.org.

ICAR-NIAP

ICAR-National Institute of Agricultural Economics and Policy Research (ICAR-NIAP) was established by ICAR in
March 1991 to strengthen agricultural economics and policy research in the national agricultural research
system. Application of principles of economics in planning and evaluation of agricultural R&D and policy
research to promote science-led agricultural and rural development have been the main goals of ICAR-NIAP. For
more information visit: https://niap.icar.gov.in/

IFPRI

The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) provides research-based policy solutions to sustainably
reduce poverty and end hunger and malnutrition. IFPRI’s strategic research aims to identify and analyze
alternative international and country-led strategies and policies for meeting food and nutrition needs in low- and
middle-income countries, with particular emphasis on poor and vulnerable groups in those countries, gender
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equity, and sustainability. It is a research center of CGIAR, a worldwide partnership engaged in agricultural
research for  development. Visit the global website at www.ifpri.org and the regional
website http://southasia.ifpri.info/ for more information.

AERA-India

The Agricultural Economics Research Association (India), a registered society, came into being in 1987, and on
date has more than 1000 life members, 110 ordinary members, 122 institutional members and 33 honorary life
members from India and abroad. Through its journal, Agricultural Economics Research Review, the Association
contributes to improving quality of research in agricultural economics & policy analysis and rural development.
For more information visit: http://aeraindia.in/

NAAS

The National Academy of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS), established in 1990, is among the youngest of the
Science Academies in India. The Academy focuses on the broad field of agricultural sciences including crop
husbandry, animal husbandry, fisheries, agro-forestry and interface between agriculture and agro-industry. The
Academy’s role is to provide a forum to Agricultural Scientists to deliberate on important issues of agricultural
research, education and extension and present views of the scientific community as policy inputs to planners,
decision/opinion makers at various levels. For more information visit: https://naas.org.in/

IGIDR

Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research (IGIDR) is an advanced research institute established and fully
funded by the Reserve Bank of India for carrying out research on development issues from a multi-disciplinary
point of view. Starting as a purely research institution, it rapidly developed into a full-fledged teaching cum
research organisation when it launched a Ph.D. program in the field of development studies in 1990. At present
the Institute has about 150 employees and students that include about 26 full time faculty members, 24 non-
academic staff and about 90 M.Sc./M.Phil/Ph.D students. For more information visit: http://www.igidr.ac.in/

ISAE

The establishment of the Society in December 1939 constituted a landmark in the progress in the study of
agricultural economics in India. In its establishment a notable role was played by the late Lord L.K. Elmhirst, the
founder-President of the International Conference (now Association) of Agricultural Economists and by Dr. T.G.
Shirname. For more information visit: https://isaeindia.org/
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